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an opportunity of participating. Since Rothschild and the
others saw fit to dispose otherwise, I thought it only just
that they should pay 500,000 francs to the Hoskier syndi-
cate for the pleasure of excluding them."
Astonished by this story, I asked Rothstein whether he
could furnish proof of the actual distribution of the money
to the members of the Hoskier group. In answer he sub-
mitted the individual receipts. I showed them to the Em-
peror, who was gratified to have conclusive proof of his
Minister's integrity. His Majesty remarked, however,
that Vyshnegradski's method in this case was improper, to
say the least.
In concluding my reminiscences of Vyshnegradski, I wish
to say a word about his great fondness for arithmetical cal-
culations of all sorts and his phenomenal memory for
figures. On one occasion, in my presence, he read a page in
a table of logarithms and then repeated it all from memory
without making so much a& a single mistake.
To return to my administration of the Ministry of
Finances, I wish to say that I enjoyed the privilege of hav-
ing under me a number of gifted assistants. The cele-
brated scientist Mendeleyev served in the capacity of Direc-
tor of the Chamber of Measures and Weights. In recog-
nition of his great scientific merits, I gave every possible
assistance both to him and to the institution he headed.
With his expert help I succeeded in considerably improving
the Chamber. A very able and reliable assistant I had in
the person of Malishevski, who at my instance was ap-
pointed Director of the Credit Chancery, in spite of his
being a patriotic Pole. The post of secretary of the De-
partment of Economy was held by Kokovtzev. Later I
promoted him to the. office of my associate.
Under my administration the Ministry grew greatly in
scope. In addition to financial matters proper, it came to
include commerce and industry and also railroading in all